m DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Ecological & Water Resources
Region 4 (Southern Region)

21371 Highway 15 South
New Ulm, MN 56073

July 10, 2025

Board of Managers

Buffalo Creek Watershed District
P.O. Box 55

Glencoe, MN 55336

Subject: Final Engineer’s Report for Improvement of Renville County Judicial Ditch 15 Branch B56
(JD15BrB56).

Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposed Judicial Ditch # 15 Branch 56 (JD15BrB56)
improvement project. This letter constitutes the Commissioner’s Final Advisory Report in accordance
with Minnesota Statutes §103E.301 on behalf of the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR).

As required under Minnesota Statutes 103E.301, the DNR finds:

1. The detailed survey report is complete, and the plan appears to conform to the general
requirements of Minnesota Statutes §103E;

2. The detailed survey report is an acceptable plan to drain the property affected. A DNR Public
Waters Work permit is not required for this project.

3. The Commissioner does not approve or disapprove the plan. We do recommend that the Drainage
Authority ensure the project is consistent with the South Fork Crow River Watershed

Comprehensive Watershed Management Plan.

4. The proposed drainage appears to be of public benefit or utility under the environmental, land use,
and multipurpose water management criteria in section 103E.015, Subd. 1.

5. The commissioner determines that a soil survey is not required for this project.
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Please send the response to this letter and/or revised FER, meeting minutes, Finding of Fact, and any
Order issued by the Drainage Authority regarding this proposed improvement to the DNR when they
become available. In addition, please note that our agency continues to support the use of off-channel
storage solutions, such as wetland restoration or similar water retention basins or impoundments, to
help reduce flooding and erosion, and, in some cases, provide natural resource and ecological
enhancements. The Drainage Authority should continue to pursue opportunities to retain surface
water runoff within its existing drainage systems whenever and wherever possible.

Thank you for consideration of this report. Please submit the above-noted documents or any questions
about this letter to the Regional Drainage email: Region4Drainage.dnr@state.mn.us.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by Ethan Jenzen
Ethan Jenzen ox:sor101s450 500

Ethan Jenzen, EWR Northern District Manager

EC:

Haley Byron, DNR, Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist
Alan Gleisner, DNR, Area Hydrologist

Larry Phillips, Buffalo Creek Watershed District, President

Seth Sparks, Renville County, County Drainage Systems Manager
Kyle Richter, Renville SWCD, Resource Conservationist

Bailey Bocchino, ISG, Project Engineer

John Kolb, Rinke Noonan

Rita Weaver, BWSR, Chief Engineer

DNR Region 4 Drainage

Advisory Report — Renville County Judicial Ditch 15 Branch B56 Final Engineer’s Report 2


mailto:Region4Drainage.dnr@state.mn.us

		2025-07-10T15:45:50-0500
	Ethan Jenzen




