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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 

MANAGERS OF THE BUFFALO CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 

The Managers of Buffalo Creek Watershed District met on the 26th day of August, 2025, 

at 7:00 p.m., for its regular monthly business meeting.  

The following managers were present: 

Kevin Lindeman 

Larry Kramer  

Don Belter 

Chad Stuewe 

Matt Melberg  
The following managers were absent/excused: 

Also attending the meeting were: 

Larry Phillips John Kolb 

Seth Sparks Brian Schrupp 

John Mathwig Doug Krueger 

President Belter called the meeting to order and announced the first order of business 

was the consideration of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Board of Managers held on 

July 22, 2025. Motion by Manager Kramer seconded by Manager Lindeman to approve the 

minutes for the meeting held on July 22, 2025. Motion carried unanimously. 

President Belter then called for review of the July Treasurer’s Report. Phillips presented 

a written report which outlined income and expenses as follows: 

1



2 

4930-6515-4143, v. 1 

July Financials: 

Motion by Manager Kramer seconded by Manager Stuewe to approve the Treasurer’s 

Report subject to audit. After discussion, and by unanimous vote, the Board of Managers 

approved the Treasurer’s Report subject to audit.  

President Belter next called for the August bills that had been presented to the Board 

since the last meeting. Phillips reported as follows:  
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August Bills: 

Motion by Manager Kramer seconded by Manager Lindeman to approve the bills for 

payment. After discussion, and by unanimous vote, the Board of Managers approved the above 

bills for payment.  

President Belter called any new permits: 

Permit 2025-10 MnDOT 212 Bridge Helen Twp Section 16. Section 15, Township 115 North, 

Range 27 West, Helen Township, McLeod County. 

3



4 

4930-6515-4143, v. 1 

Motion by Manager Melberg, seconded by Manager Stuewe to consider. Motion passes. 

This project (MnDOT State Project #4310-98) includes the replacement of US 212 Bridges over 

Buffalo Creek. The project also includes the removal of the temporary pavement crossovers that 

are being constructed in 2025. The pavement crossovers will be removed after the replacement 

of the bridges. The project replaced the US Hwy 212 bridges over Buffalo Creek. Drainage 

patterns will be maintained both during construction and after construction is complete in 2025. 

Drainage patterns will be maintained both during and after construction. A no-rise analysis was 

completed for the bridge replacements to ensure that no adverse floodplain impacts are created 

by the new bridges. 

Engineer Lisa Odens provided a report addressing impacts of the project. MnDOT asserts it 

cannot meet the district’s swellhead requirement and so seeks an exemption from that 

requirement. 

Sparks stated that the proposed activity otherwise meets the requirements of the District 

rules and recommends approval with conditions as outlined by the engineer. The Board engaged 

in discussion regarding the requested exemption from the swellhead requirement. The Board 

determined that the current application does not contain sufficient information to justify an 

exemption from the swellhead requirement. The Board directed Sparks to work with Engineer 

Odens to require applicant to provide modeling information to determine downstream impacts 

from the improvement of channel capacity at the new crossing if an exemption is granted. 

Motion by Manager Stuewe seconded by Manager Kramer to table subject to receipt of 

additional information from the applicant. Motion passes. 

Permit 2025-11 Deron Johnson Hector Twp Section 3 & 4. Sections 3 & 4, Hector Township, 

Renville County. 

Motion by Manager Kramer, seconded by Manager Melberg to consider. Motion passes. 

The proposed project includes abandoning existing tile line and replacing it with new tile. The 

existing tile size is 14-12-10-8, the type of existing tile is concrete plastic flex tubing. The new tile 

size is 18-15-12-8, the type of tile will be concrete/plastic dual wall and flex tubing, the grade of 

tile will be .1-.25, the length of tile is listed on the map attached to the permit application. The 

total drainage area of the project is 220 acres in section 3 and 334.5 acres draining through 

section 4. The drainage area can be reduced into subwatersheds and the total drainage area 

(Section 3 and Section 4 combined) will be about 555 acres. In section 3, they will be replacing 

the old main with new 18” main. In section 4, they will be pattern tiling the farm off of existing 

county tile and adding sub mains up steep ravines for future terrace work to eliminate soil 

erosion. The northeast corner of section 4 will require a separate outlet off of the ditch on the 

east side of 490th street. The existing 14” main on the east end of section 4 will be used for the 

135 acre watershed on the map. 
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Sparks stated that the proposed activity meets the requirements of the District rules and 

recommends approval. 

Motion by Manager Kramer seconded by Manager Melberg to approve the permit as 

recommended by Sparks. Motion passes. 

Permit 2025-12 Dale Stamer Melville Twp Section 7. Section 7, Melville Township, Renville 

County.  

Motion by Manager Melberg, seconded by Manager Stuewe to consider. Motion passes. 

The proposed project includes installation of 10”, flex pipe to supplement existing drainage. 

The grade of tile is .05, the length of tile is 2500-3000’ and the total drainage area is 135 acres. 

Sparks stated that the proposed activity meets the requirements of the District rules and 

recommends approval. 

Motion by Manager Melberg seconded by Manager Kramer to approve the permit as 

recommended by Sparks. Motion passes. 

President Belter next called for discussion of old business: 

Project Progress Reports.  

i. Glencoe Central-East Stormwater Basic Water Management Project (North

Central Ditch Component): Sparks provide the Board with an update on

submission of the engineer report to agencies for advisory comment. The Board

authorized Kolb and Sparks to notice and set a hearing for September 23 provided

advisory reports are timely submitted. The Board entertained comments from the

public regarding the spraying of weeds and trees in the previously disturbed areas.

ii. Major Ave. Sumter Gravel Pit Storage Project Progress: Sparks provided an update

on progress and preparations for construction. Kolb updated the Board on

preparations of easements for access.

iii. Youngkrantz Permit Discussion: Sparks provided an update on discussions with the

applicant. The applicant will be submitting a new application that addresses the

pump capacity concerns.

iv. Steinbach Buffer Strip Non-Compliance: Motion by Manager Kramer, seconded by

Stuewe to initiate buffer enforcement proceedings in accordance with the

District’s buffer rule.

v. Tree Spraying Update: Sparks provided an update on spraying of the Marsh ditch.

Some areas are not completed and the trees are too large in some areas for

chemical treatment. John Mathwig addressed his observations of the spraying

completed and remaining. Sparks explained how the contractor intends to

complete the work, including mechanical removal.

Improvement Projects. 
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i. JD 15 Lateral O56: The final hearing is scheduled for 5:30 on August 27.

ii. JD 15 Lateral V Br C.: The preliminary hearing is scheduled for 4:00 on August 27.

iii. JD 15 Branch M37: The viewers are completing their report.

President Belter next called for discussion of new business: 

Houston Engineering has requested a change to its scope of work for the Sumter Pit Storage 

Project. The change is for an additional $15,200 to cover the additional cost of regulatory review 

and permitting. The total cost is approximately $30,400 and the engineer is asking the District to 

pay half of the increased costs. Motion by Manager Melberg, seconded by Manager Kramer to 

authorize the change and payment of $15,200 as requested. Motion passes. 

Manager/Staff Reports. 

Manager Stuewe reported on a phone call from a property owner on Boon road indicating 

that a drainage ditch is proposed to be moved. Philips reported on his site visit stating there is 

not much of a ditch yet. The purpose of the excavation is to create ponds. The contractor is selling 

excavated materials to the State for construction projects. The ditch involved is private but the 

work is close to a public system. Philips notified the McLeod County drainage inspector. 

Melberg asked about Renville County permits for bridges on Highway 22 and the timing of 

construction. Seth will follow up with the applicant. 

Doug Krueger commented on a wash occurring on his field on the bank of the creek. Kolb and 

Sparks suggested that Krueger contact the SWCD about a stabilization project. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, upon motion duly made, seconded 

and unanimously carried, the Board of Managers adjourned until the next regular meeting of the 

Board of Managers on Tuesday, September 23, 2025 at 7:00 p.m., in the Board’s meeting room 

in the Glencoe City Center. 

Matt Melberg, Secretary 
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