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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
MANAGERS OF THE BUFFALO CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 

(Corrected) 

The Managers of Buffalo Creek Watershed District met on the 24th day of September, 
2024, at 7:00 p.m., for its regular monthly business meeting.  

The following managers were present: Larry Kramer 
 Chad Stuewe 
 Matt Melberg 
 Don Belter 
 

 

The following managers were absent/excused: Kevin Lindeman 
  
Also attending the meeting were: Larry Phillips 

John Kolb 
Mike Heuser Seth Sparks 
Mike Hoftiezer Susan Hoftiezer 
Lisa Odens, HEI Jeff Ratike 

Leon Lidberg 
 

President Belter called the meeting to order and announced the first order of business 
was the consideration of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Board of Managers held on 
August 27th, 2024. Motion by Manager Kramer seconded by Manager Stuewe to approve the 
minutes for the meeting held on August 27th, 2024 to be corrected to show Manager Lindeman 
absent. Motion carried unanimously. 

President Belter then called for the consideration of the minutes of the annual budget 
hearing held on August 27th, 2024. Motion by Manager Kramer seconded by Manager Melberg 
to approve the minutes for the annual budget hearing held on August 27th, 2024. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

President Belter then called for review of the Treasurer’s Report. Larry Phillips presented 
a written report which outlined income and expenses as follows: 
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August Financials:  

 

Motion by Manager Kramer seconded by Manager Melberg to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report subject to audit. After discussion, and by unanimous vote, the Board of Managers 
approved the Treasurer’s Report subject to audit.  

President Belter next called for the bills that had been presented to the Board since the 
last meeting. Larry Phillips reported as follows:  
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September Bills: 

 

Motion by Manager Kramer seconded by Manager Stuewe to approve the bills for 
payment. After discussion, and by unanimous vote, the Board of Managers approved the above 
bills for payment.  

President Belter called any new permits:  

Crown Doors Permit (2023-08). Section 14, Township 115 North, Range 27 West, Helen 
Township, McLeod County. 

The project will include Crown Doors adding on to an existing building located on their 
property. This will be a 110’ by 200’ addition. Current work that has been completed – removed 
red rock off top of existing east driveway and the parking area and fill has been installed. 

Houston has provided a report. Sparks and Phillips state that the proposed activity meets the 
requirements of the District rules and recommend approval. 

Motion by Manager Melberg, seconded by Manager Stuewe to approve the permit with 
conditions as recommended by the engineer. Motion passes. 

Mark Johnson Permit (2024-11). Section 34, Township 115 North, Range 27 West, Helen 
Township, McLeod County. 

Motion by Manager Stuewe seconded by Manager Melberg for consideration. Motion passes. 
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Phillips presented details of the application. The project will include abandoning existing tile 
line and replacing it with new tile. The tile size will be 10”, the type of tile will be single wall plastic 
and the total drainage area will be 38 acres. 

Phillips states that the proposed activity meets the requirements of the District rules and 
recommends approval. 

Motion by Manager Kramer, seconded by Manager Stuewe to approve the permit with 
conditions as recommended. Motion passes. 

Leon Lidberg Permit (2024-12). Section 2, Township 114 North, Range 33 West, Palmyra 
Township, Renville County. 

Motion by Manager Kramer seconded by Manager Melberg for consideration. Motion passes. 

Sparks presented the details of the application. The project will include adding a tile line 
because the current tile line is undersized for the acreage that it is draining. Adding a new tile 
line will bring the drainage up to the coefficient for the acres. The proposed new tile size is 15”, 
the type of tile is concrete, the grade of tile is .10%, the length of tile is 4118.2 and the total 
drainage area is 40 acres. The proposal implicates portions of JD 15, Branch B1, however, Sparks 
stated the installation will not interfere with the public system. 

Sparks and Phillips state that the proposed activity meets the requirements of the District 
rules and recommend approval. 

Motion by Kramer seconded by Melberg to approve the permit with conditions as 
recommended. Motion passes. 

President Belter next called for discussion of old business: 

Project Progress Reports. Phillips updated the Board on a proposed permit application from 
Rice Company related to reconstruction of a stormwater pond and a building and parking lot 
expansion. Corson has sprayed the Marsh Creek project. Odens updated the Board on anticipated 
bridge replacements on local highways. Construction is anticipated to occur over two years. 
Odens asked whether an extended, two-year permit could be issued. Kolb stated that an 
extended permit would be within the Board’s discretion. Odens also addressed limited, 
temporary impervious surfaces. Sparks updated the Board on ISG’s progress on preparation of 
the preliminary survey report for the JD 15, Br 56 improvement. Phillips updated the Board on 
the survey of the Sumter Pit Storage project. Odens stated she would be updating plans for 
review by the Board. Phillips updated the Board on discussions with Glencoe School related to a 
15” relief tile and issues with drainage on school property. 

Glencoe Central-East Stormwater Basic Water Management Project. Phillips updated the 
Board on replacement of the crossing previously removed from the central ditch. Odens 
presented a recommendation memorandum for the central ditch component of the Central-East 
project.  
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President Belter next called new business: 

Improvement of JD 15, Lateral V, Branch C. Kolb presented his review of the petition and 
bond. The petition contained sufficient signatures and the $10,000 cash deposit bond is initially 
sufficient to initiate the proceedings, but recommends it be replaced with a commercial bond 
with initial face value of at least $60,000. Kolb has conferred with the petitioner-requested 
engineer, Shaun Luker of BMI, and confirmed his willingness to accept appointment as project 
engineer. Sparks indicated that BWSR may have funds to add storage to the project. Kolb 
reviewed a draft of initial findings and an order initiating the improvement proceedings. Motion 
by Manager Kramer seconded by Manager Melberg to adopt the findings and order as presented. 
Passes. 

Estimate for Cleaning Lake Allie Desilting Basin. Phillips presented a cost estimate for 
removing accumulated sediment from the desilting basin. The basin was originally constructed 
with grant funds in 2007 and has been maintained by the District since original construction. 
Sparks presented additional information regarding the maintenance requirements. Motion by 
Manager Melberg seconded by Manager Stuewe to authorize the repairs with funding from the 
District’s general fund. Passes. 

Manager/Staff Reports.  

Manager Melberg alerted the Board on a possible improvement petition for a branch of JD 
15. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, upon motion duly made, seconded 
and unanimously carried, the Board of Managers adjourned the meeting until the next regular 
meeting of the Board of Managers on Tuesday, October 22, 2024, at 7:00 p.m., in person, in the 
Board’s meeting room in the Glencoe City Center. 

        
              
       Matt Melberg, Secretary 

 


