MINUTES OF MEETING OF MANAGERS
OF BUFFALO CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT
The Managers of Buffalo Creek Watershed District met on the 28th day of July,
2015, at 8:00 P.M. at its regular meeting place at Suite 103, Glencoe City Center, 1107
11th Street E., Glencoe, MN, for its regular monthly business meeting.
The following members were present:

Donald Belter
Corey Henke
Larry Phillips
Larry Kramer
Matt Melberg

Also attending the meeting were:

Pete Kasal, Attorney
Charles Eberhard, Engineer

President Belter called the meeting to order and announced the first order of
business was the consideration of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Board of
Managers held on June 23, 2015. Upon motion of Manager Kramer, which motion was
seconded by Manager Henke, by unanimous vote the Board of Managers approved the
minutes of the regular meeting held on June 23, 2015.
President Belter next called upon Manager Phillips for the Treasurer’s report.
Manager Phillips presented a written report which outlined income and expenses as
follows:
SAVINGS:
C.B. # 4206225.
Rec’d: Interest
Renville County
Sibley County
Kandiyohi County
McLeod County
Renville County

$ 55,117.17
3.40
56,117.60
2,227.26
1,857.04
40,427.20
370.91
$156,120.58
(19,396.22)
(780.00)

LESS: Transfer to checking
McLeod County Ditch No. 33
JULY BALANCE
CHECKING:
June balance
Deposit from savings

$135,944.36

$ 1,155.84
20,176.22
$21,332.06
(20,086.39)

LESS: Checks drawn
JULY BALANCE

$ 1,245.67

PROJECT 79-2:
CD’s #87812 starting balance
Interest to 12/28/2014 CD #87051
McLeod Co. Auditor/79-2 Fund

$ 6,507.56
26.07
22,130.66

TOTAL 79-2 Funds

$28,664.29

Upon motion of Manager Henke, which motion was seconded by Manager
Melberg, by unanimous vote the Board of Managers approved the Treasurer’s report.
President Belter next called for the bills that had been presented to the Board
since the last meeting. Manager Phillips reported bills that had been presented to the
Board as follows:
Kasal Law Office – attorneys fees
Houston Engineering
Rinke Noonan
Bolton Menk
Corner Post Erosion Control
Jerry Scharpe – audit
Eberhard Constulting – engineering fees
Mary Henke – secretarial
Linda Phillips – secretarial/accounting
Corey Henke – per diem & mileage
Donald Belter – per diem & mileage
Larry Phillips – per diem & mileage
Larry Kramer – per diem & mileage
Matt Melberg – per diem & mileage
TOTAL

$

822.54
1,200.00
1,350.00
359.00
512.00
1,800.00
1,349.34
135.94
131.85
609.78
81.05
917.98
930.03
849.76
$11,049.75

Upon motion of Manager Kramer, which motion was seconded by Manager
Phillips, by unanimous roll call vote the Board of Managers approved the above bills for
payment.
Engineer Eberhard reported regarding Application for Permit No. 2015-5
submitted by applicant Zebra Ditch Assn. He advised that the Corps of Engineers permit
had not yet been issued for the project and the matter is still pending.
Engineer Eberhard next presented an application for a permit submitted by
Randall Thalmann of Plato. Upon motion of Manager Melberg, which motion was
seconded by Manager Kramer, by unanimous vote the Board of Managers accepted the
application for a permit for consideration and designated it Application for Permit No.
2015-16. Mr. Thalmann appeared on behalf of the application and advised the Board that
one landowner on the ditch clean-out does not want dirt on her property. Thus, he is
requesting a permit to remove the dirt and spread it on his adjacent properties in Young
America Township. Upon motion of Manager Melberg, which motion was seconded by
Manager Phillips, by unanimous vote the Board of Managers approved Permit No. 201516.
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President Belter called upon McLeod County Commissioner Doug Krueger, who
appeared regarding a culvert replacement project at County Road 2 on the southern edge
of Glencoe. He indicated that the County does not want to spend the money to do an
engineering study to determine culvert size for the project and was wondering if there
was any other solution to the culvert project rather than requiring a study. A study had
been previously recommended by Engineer Eberhard as a condition of the project. After
significant discussion with the Board members, it was determined that the Board could
not make any preliminary decisions until an application for a permit has been filed by
McLeod County which sets forth the parameters of what they intend to do. The Board
would then be able to make a decision on what conditions should be applied to the
project.
President Belter next called for agenda item Marsh Water Project. It was noted
that the Board needs to set a public hearing date for the project. After a short discussion,
the Board agreed that a public hearing for the Marsh Water Project will be held on
August 25 from 6:00 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. Following that meeting from 7:30 P.M. to 8:00
P.M. would be the Board’s budget meeting, and thereafter at 8:00 P.M. the regular
August meeting. Upon motion of Manager Henke, which motion was seconded by
Manager Melberg, by unanimous vote the Board of Managers approved the above
schedule.
President Belter called for any new business. Engineer Eberhard noted that he has
been presented with a petition to improve Branch M on Judicial Ditch No. 15 in Renville
County, specifically Section 12 of Hector Township. This petition has been submitted by
landowners within the system. Manager Melberg, who owns property in the area,
explained the proposed project and advised the Board that Houston Engineering had been
engaged to design the improvement project. Manager Melberg as noted is a landowner
within the project area but he is not a petitioner. He advised the Board that the petition
had originally been submitted to Renville County under the assumption that Renville
County had original jurisdiction over the project. It was later determined by Renville
County, after discussion with their legal counsel, that the jurisdiction of the improvement
project is properly before the Board of Managers of Buffalo Creek Watershed District.
Manager Melberg stated that the existing system was constructed in the 1920’s and is
seriously degraded and undersized and that is the primary reason for the improvement
project. Engineer Eberhard stated that he has verified that the petition contains over 26%
of the land crossed by the existing system and that a $10,000.00 check was presented
with the petition. After considerable discussion with regard to petition, upon motion of
Manager Henke, which motion was seconded by Manager Phillips, by vote of four
“Yea’s” and one abstention (Manager Melberg), the Board of Managers accepted the
petition pursuant to the Preliminary Findings and Order attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.
Manager Phillips next submitted the Annual Financial Report for the year ending
December 31, 2014 and 2013. Upon motion of Manager Henke, which motion was
seconded by Manager Kramer, by unanimous vote the Board of Managers approved the
report.
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Manager Phillips next submitted the 2014 Annual Audit for approval of the
Board. Upon motion of Manager Kramer, which was seconded by Manager Melberg, by
unanimous vote the Board of Managers approved the 2014 audit as submitted.
President Belter announced the next order of business was the consideration of the
proposed Budget for the year 2016. A general discussion was held by the Managers
concerning the budget categories and any changes that might need to be made from the
2015 Budget. Following discussion, Manager Henke offered the following resolution
and moved its adoption:
RESOLVED, that the Board of Managers of Buffalo Creek Watershed
District adopt the following proposed Budget for the year 2016:
Audit expense
Dues to Minnesota Watershed Assn.
Salaries of Managers, per diem & mileage
Bond premiums & insurance, including
workers compensation
Legal expenses
Engineering expenses
Newspaper notices & office expenses
Routine stream maintenance
Special projects
BWRS matching grant money
Marsh Water Project ad valorem assessment

$

2,000.00
2,500.00
20,000.00
5,000.00
25,000.00
35,000.00
3,000.00
30,000.00
60,000.00
12,000.00
152,100.00

TOTAL

$346,600.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Buffalo Creek Watershed District
hold a public hearing on the proposed Budget as required by Minnesota
Statutes §103D.911 on the 25th day of August, 2015 at 7:30 P.M. at its
offices at Suite 103, Glencoe City Center, 1107 11th Street E., Glencoe,
MN; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Attorney Pete Kasal prepare the
proper notice and arrange for publication of said notice in one newspaper
of general circulation in each county in which Buffalo Creek Watershed
District extends, once each week for 2 consecutive weeks, the last
publication which will be at least 2 days before the hearing.
Manager Kramer seconded the motion. The question was on the adoption of the
proposed Budget for the year 2016 and for a public hearing to be held thereon, and there
being five “Yea’s” and no “Nay’s” as follows:
Donald Belter
Larry Phillips
Corey Henke

Yea
Yea
Yea
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Larry Kramer
Matt Melberg

Yea
Yea

The resolution was declared carried.
President Belter informed the Board that it would be appropriate to determine the
District’s tax levy for 2016. The Board of Managers then discussed the question of how
much the Board should levy for the year 2016. After discussion, Manager Henke offered
the following resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLVED, that Buffalo Creek Watershed District levy $346,600.00
upon all taxable property in Buffalo Creek Watershed District located in
the Counties of McLeod, Renville, Kandiyohi, Sibley and Carver, State of
Minnesota, for the purpose of paying the administrative expenses of the
District as provided by Minnesota Statutes §103D.905,. Subd. 3., and also
the Marsh Water Project ad valorem assessment in the included amount of
$152,100.00.
Manager Kramer seconded the motion. Upon vote there were five “Yea’s” and no
“Nay’s” as follows:
Donald Belter
Larry Phillips
Corey Henke
Larry Kramer
Matt Melberg

Yea
Yea
Yea
Yea
Yea

The resolution was declared carried.
There being no further business to come before the Board, upon motion duly
made, seconded and unanimously carried, the Board of Managers adjourned the meeting
until the annual budget hearing on August 25, 2015 at 7:30 P.M. and the next regular
meeting of the Board of Managers on August 25, 2015 at 8:00 P.M. at its regular meeting
place at Suite 103, Glencoe City Center, 1107 11th Street E., Glencoe, MN.

____________________________________
Matt Melberg, Secretary
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